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BOROUGH  OF  DARTFORD. 


Annual  Report  for  1940  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Dartford, 

1st  July,  1941. 


To  THE  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
OF  THE  Borough  of  Dartford. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1940. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  usual  particulars  and 
statistics  have  been  compiled  and  are  kept  for  record  purposes  but,  on  account  of 
the  need  for  economy,  the  Minister  has  advised  that  the  published  report  be  curtailed 
to  its  present  form. 

The  War  and  various  Air  Raid  Precautions  duties  that  have  to  be  carried  out 
have  again  interfered  with  and  in  some  cases  naturally  curtailed  the  routine  work  of 
the  department. 
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I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FARTHING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,234 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimated  figure  mid-1940)  ...  36,460 

Population  (Census,  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,928 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  according  to  Rate  Books  9,858 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;^292,309 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;^1, 158/19/11 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


For  Infant.  Mortality  Rates. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

262 

253 

515 

9 

6 

15 

271 

259 

530 

For  Birth  Rates. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 
270  259  529 

9 6 15 

279  265  544 

14.5 

same  period  ...  14.6 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1.000  of  population 
Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 


Still  Births. — Number  of  still  births  during  the  year... 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births 


17 

30.30 


Deaths 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

243  174  417 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  ...  11.43 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14.3 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 


From  Sepsis 

One 

Other  Causes 

Two 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

19 

14 

33 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

19 

15 

34 







Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  ...  64.15 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1940  ...  ...  ...  55 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 


1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3 

2 

3. 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

19 

6 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

3 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis'  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  bowel  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

4 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

11 

3 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

19 

9 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

15 

21 

19 

Heart  disease 

54 

40 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

11 

21. 

Bronchitis 

14 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

5 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

3 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

7 

28. 

Nephritis 

7 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

— 

1 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

2 

31. 

Premature  birth 

9 

4 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury,  infant 

diseases  ... 

4 

5 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

2 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

5 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

21 

17 

36. 

All  other  causes 

15 

12 

243 

174 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board. 

Periodical  samples  are  taken  and  during  the  year  all  samples  taken  were  again 
quite  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  district  is  main  sewered,  and  the  water  carriage  system  is  general.  The 
sewage  is  dealt  with  by  the  West  Kent  Main  Sewerage  Board  (of  which  the  Dartford 
Corporation  is  a constituent  Authority)  at  their  works  at  Long  Reach,  Dartford. 

There  are  only  94  houses  not  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

One  case  of  pollution  of  the  Stanham  Brook  was  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


This  is  dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  which  is 
appended  hereto. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  built  during  the  year:  22  houses  and  8 flats. 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936  (Overcrowding). 


(1) 

Number 

of 

dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

(2) 

Number 

of 

families  dwelling  therein  ... 

14 

(3) 

Number 

of 

persons  dwelling  therein:  Adults 

82 

Children  ... 

19 

Number 

of 

new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 

5 

(1) 

Number 

of 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

4 

(2) 

Number 

of 

persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Adults 

11 

Children  ... 

7 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under  the  above  Act. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Balchin,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  the  Sampling  Officer  and 
particulars  of  the  104  samples  taken  are  given  in  his  report. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


SMALLPOX. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  (exclusive  of  Institutional  cases) 
was  5,  compared  with  12  in  1939. 

There  were  also  3 cases  notified  from  Institutions. 

The  scheme  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  altered  and  reorganised  in  the 
latter  portion  of  the  year  and  up  to  December  31st  14  children  were  immunised.  Up 
to  June  30th,  1941,  a further  643  children  were  immunised. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  (exclusive  of  Institutional  cases) 
was  18,  as  compared  with  63  in  1939. 

There  were  also  7 cases  notified  from  Institutions. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female. 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Number  of  cases  notified 

22  13 

3 3 

41 

Number  of  deaths 

19  6 

2 1 

28 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases 

on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 

of  the  year: 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female. 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Number  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year 

136  65 

24  32 

257 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  ... 

135  68 

27  32 

262 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
PARTICULARS  OF  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  CHILD  WELFARE 


CLINIC. 

Number  of  children  attending  Clinic  at  the  beginning  of  year  370 

Number  of  new  entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

Number  of  consultations  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,778 

Total  attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,801 
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ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC. 


Total  number  of  cases  on  Register  during  year  ...  ...  ...  210 

Number  of  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  508 

Average  attendance  per  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.96 

Post  Natal  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  was  held  monthly  during  the  year.  31  new  cases  received 
advice  and  81  attendances  were  made.  Every  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  objects 
of  the  Clinic  are  fulfilled. 


MATERNITY  HOME. 

A scheme  is  in  force  whereby  expectant  mothers  can  be  admitted  to  either 
the  County  Hospital  or  the  Livingstone  Hospital  for  their  confinements.  Financial 
assistance  is  given  according  to  the  income  of  the  applicants. 

One  case  was  admitted  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

7 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year,  5 from  the 
County  Hospital  and  1 from  the  Livingstone  Hospital.  The  other  case  was  confined 
at  home  and  admitted  to  hospital  after  notification. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Medical 

Officer. 


In  connection  with  the  ancillary  services  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics,  10  children  received  orthopaedic  treatment  and  6 mothers  dental  treatment 
during  the  year. 


MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDERS,  1919  and  1921. 

During  the  year  1940  the  amount  of  milk  supplied  under  these  Orders  was 
as  follows:  — 

11,963  pints  free. 

1,406  pints  half  price. 

944  lbs.  dried  milk  free. 

139  lbs.  dried  milk  half  price. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

Miss  A.  A.  Brimble,  Health  Visitor,  carries  out  the  duties  of  Infant  Protection 

Officer. 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  foster  children  during  the  year  ... 
Number  of  foster  mothers  on  register  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  foster  children  on  register  at  end  of  year 


223 

8 

13 
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HOME  VISITATION. 

VISITS  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  following  visits  were  paid  by  your  Health  Visitors  during  the  year: 


Number  of  new-born  infants  visited  ...  ...  456 

Number  of  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  1,566 

Number  of  children  on  register  over  one  year  ...  1,578 

Number  of  visits  to  children  over  one  year  ...  3,636 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,202 

In  addition  to  these  visits  the  following  have  been  paid; 

Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Death  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FARTHING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  as  follows  on  some  of  the  matters  relating  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspection,  etc.,  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1940. 


General. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  premises  disinfected:  Infectious  disease  ...  ...  52 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  sets  of  bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Number  of  Notices  served:  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  drains  tested:  Water  113,  Smoke  24,  Total  ...  ...  137 


Supervision  of  Food  Supplies. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders: 

3 Tuberculin  Tested,  9 Pasteurised.  One  sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  failed  to  comply 

with  the  prescribed  conditions. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING. 

During  the  year  104  samples  were  obtained  (84  formal  and  20  informal)  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
analysis  of  these  samples: 

No.  of  Samples. 

Article.  Formal.  Informal.  Genuine.  Not  Genuine.  Remarks  and  Action  Taken. 


Milk  

53 

4 

56 

Good  quality  47,  Fair  quality 

Butter 

1 

3 

4 

1 

8,  Poor  quality  1.  Warning 
given. 

1 1 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 
Official  warning  given. 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Coffee 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cinnamon 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Drugs  : 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Tincture  of 

Iodine 

1 

1 

Zinc  Ointment  . 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Warning  given.  Ointment 

Flour 

2 

2 

bought  under  Warranty. 
Stock  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Rice 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Jam  

. — 

2 

2 

— 

Laid 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Margarine  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Mustard  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pepper 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pickles 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Warning  re  Preservatives 

Spirits  : 

Brandy  ... 

1 

1 

Notice  given  in  one  case. 

Gin 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Rum 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Whisky 

3 

— 

2 

1 

One  sample  contained  18  per 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

cent,  excess  water.  Pro- 

ceedings taken.  £5  fine 
and  £2  costs. 

Tomato  Juice 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

84 

20 

99 

5 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  DEALT  WITH  AND  DESTROYED. 


The  total  quantity  of  unsound  food  destroyed  or  sent  for  salvage  during  the 
year  was  1 ton  6 cwt.  3 qrs.  20  lbs.,  as  follows: 

Beef:  9 cwts.  1 qr.  13  lbs.  (including  1 carcase  and  offal). 

Mutton:  1 qr.  3 lbs 

Pork:  4 cwts.  6 lbs.  (including  2 carcases  and  offal). 

Offal:  1 cwt.  3 qrs.  0 lbs,  (including  24  pigs’  plucks,  6 sheep’s  plucks  and 
1 beast  liver). 

Bacon:  1 cwt.  1 qr.  10  lbs. 

Fish:  8 cwts.  2 qrs.  4 lbs. 

Rabbits : 1 qr.  26  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods:  2 qrs.  26  lbs.  (4  meat,  15  fish,  7 fruit,  9 peas,  3 beans,  6 milk). 

Meat  Pies:  1 qr.  16  lbs. 


REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  the  following  premises  have  been  registered  under  the  Act: 


For  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

For  the  manufacture  and  preparation  of  sausages,  cooked  meats, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  total  premises  registered  are  now: 

For  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

For  the  manufacture  and  preparation  of  sausages,  cooked  meats, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  therewith  ...  ...  192 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

A rag  and  bone  collector  was  summoned  for  exchanging  Easter  Eggs  for  old 
clothes  contrary  to  Section  154,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  a fine  of  £1  and  £1  Is.  Od. 
costs  was  imposed. 

A licensed  victualler  was  summoned  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
for  selling  whisky  containing  18  per  cent,  excessive  water  and  a fine  of  £5  and  £2 
costs  was  imposed. 


I am.  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  E.  BALCHIN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


E.  & S.— 35027. 
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